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PUBLIC  REALTR  STAFR 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths  Dr.  GoHoB.  Roberts,  M.h.,  M.B.,  B.Gh. 

L.M.,  D.P.H, 


Ao  Mald''’''yn  Jones,  F.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I 
Cert.  R c B . I , , (Me at  & Pood ) 


Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Imported  Pood  Officer: 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee, 

Holyhead  Urban  District  Councils 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  health  of  your  District  for  the  year  1953 » As  previously, 
the  report  incorporates  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 


During  the  year  under  review  there  have  not  been  any  very 
appreciable  variations  in  the  figures  indicating  the  General 
Statistical  state  of  the  District  as  compared  with  the _ corresponding 
figures  for  the  year  ^.952«  For  examples,  the  population  has 
increased  by  but  120,  the  Rateable  Value  has  advanced  from  £5l5o7o 
to  £52,6995  the  production  of  a Penny  Rate  has  varied  by  under  £7- 
Of  vital  statistics,  it  is  seen  that  there  has  been  a definite 
but  slight  Birth  Rate  decline  for  the  last  three  years  derived  from 
the  Actual  occurrence  figures  187(1951)?  17^(1952)  and  146(1953) • 

The  other  three  Northern" Sanitary  Districts  have  produced  a rising _ 
Birth  Rate.  The  corrected  Birth  Rate  for  this  District  at  present 
standsat  14.2  as  compared  with  16.1  for  the  whole  county,  and  15»5 
for  England  & VJales  as  a whole. 


Stillbirths  have  declined  in  one  year  from  5 to  3 giving 
a correct  comparative  rate  of  0.29  per  1,000  of  the  population 
to  0.27  of  the  County  and  0*35  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 


For  1953,  133  actual  occurrence  deaths  were  recorded  as 
compared  with  148  for  the  earlier  year.  Converted  into  corrected 
rates  the  figures  are  12.9  (1952)  and  11.7  (1953)  in  contrast  to 

13.4  (1952)  Anglesey^  11.3  (1952)  England  & Wales,  and  lor  1953  - 

14.5  (Anglesey)  and  11.4  (England  & Wales) . 


Of  the  causes  of  death  there  has  been  a significant  increase 
in  that  group  of  causes  attributable  to  the  various  mal-ignano 
diseases.  The  year  1952  produced  23  such  causes  of  death  whereas 
36  occurred  in  the  year  under  review.  It  is  suggested  that  it 
cannot  be  established  that  this  increase  is  due  to  any  particular 
environmental  factor  of  preventative  medical  import.  Deaths  irom 
V'- scalar  lesions  of  nervous  origin  have  fallen  from  29  to  I/. 


complicated  and  uncom. plicated  by  other  factors, 


Heart  disease,  . 

caused  5?'deaths  to  the  earlier  year’s  figure  of  45»  Oi  these 
figures  air  22,  there  were  double  the  number  of  coronary  disease 
deaths.  All  these  deaths  were  amongst  the  older  age  groups, 
would  be  expected,  ard  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  recent 
mental  factors. 


as 

environ- 


During  the  yeo,r  an  epidemic  of  measles  accounted  for  a total 
of  361  notifications  of  which  348  were  amongst  juveniles  of  under 
the  as^e  of  9 years.  There  were  no  cases  of  whooping  oough  as 
compared  with^lo4  in  1952.  Incidentally,  it  may  be  well  to  note, 
at  this  point,  that  the  practice  of  f „ ^ 

whooping  oough  immunisation  IS  now  °£ered  at  the  Ini^t  lolxare 
Centre  and  will,  no  doubt,  have  a narked  effect,  in  the  future, 
upon  the  incidence  of  these  two  major  infantile  scourges. 


There  has  been  no  very  appreciable  variation  in  Tuberculosis 
Notifications  - the  increase  has  only  been  by 

diminution  by  one  of  the  occurrence  of  Surlln 

A single  case  of  intestinal  infection  ^th  SalmoneUa  typhi  muri^ 
came  to  light  in  the  case  of  a woman  of  46  years  of  ^ge  living  alone. 
On  investigation,  two  dead  mice  wore  found  near  her  rood  store. 


These 5 upon  Laboratory  Investigation  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Conway,  ivere  found  to  be  infected  v/ith  the  disease 
and  were,  therefore,  credited  with  the  human  occurrence.  No  other 
similo.r  cases  of  the  disease  were  reported. 

Dysentery  occurred  in  a family  of  five  of  whom  four  wore  either 
sufferers  or  were  innocent  carriers.  The  father,  himself  a carrier, 
was  employed  as  a cook  on  the  British  Hailways  Mail  Boat,  the  M.V. 
Cambria.  The  Mail  Superintendent,  on  request,  readily  transferred 
the  man  to  other  duties  until  chemo  therapy  had  cleo.red  him  of  infection. 


It  is  unfortunate  that  there  is  little  progress  to  report  in 
the  direction  of  solving  the  problem  of  establishing  the  alternative  ^ 
or  additional  Refuse  Tipping  sites  referred  to  in^the  letter  of  4.7.52 
received  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health.  Opposition  to  the  possible 
Penrhos  Beach(Glangors)  Site  is  crystalised  into  ” amenities "and 
"cost  of  drainage  difficulties".  In  the  meanwhile  the  Pen  bone 
site,  now  at  least  11  years  old,  continues  to  be  used  for  lack  of 
an  alternative.  The  selection  of  this  site  in  the  first  instaiice 
was,  to  say  the  least,  unfortunate  - owing  to  its  elevated  position 
being  subject  to  the  full  force  of  periodic  S.t^.  gales  in  addition 
to  its  being  constantly  swept  by  the  Icc  al  Trade  winds.  At  the  very 
outset,  this  Refuse  Tip  was  not  properly  controlled,  if  at  all.  Since 
then  combustion  has  been  more  or  less  continuous.  The  use  in  recent 
years  fer  mechanical  means  of  control  by  means  of  a motor  angle  dozer 
has  most  likely  very  appreciably  improved  the  conditions,  out  the 
real  answer  is  the  site’s  substitution  by  some  other,  that  could  be 
considered  reasonably  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  ^he 
various  factors  that  have  to  be  taken  into  account. 


In  his  Annual  Report  for  1953  the  Sanitary  Inspector ^ deals  at _ 
length  with  the  question  of  Housing,  therefore  may  it  suffice  to  point 
out"^here  that  the  rate  of  completion  of  new  houses  has  been  for^l9p- 
(70)  ° 1952  (l4)  and  for  1953  but  20.  TjiT^Qi’Gi ore  the  major  housing 
DT-obiem  referred  to  in  last  years  Annual  Report  can  be  said  to 
largely  continue.  ' The  position  will  bo  intemifled  v/hen  trie  greatly 
overdue  Clearance  Order  to  cover  approximately  50  appalling  dwel-xn^s 
in  the  Moulton  Street,  Florence  Street,  I'Tiiston  St.  Area  cemns  up 
for  finalisation.  At  the  end  of  December  for  the 

IQSl,  1952  and  1953  the  number  of  Housing  Applicants  stood,  respect- 
nvplv  at  303,  242  and  34?.  Just  as  I montioned  lasu  year,  I ^ 
continue  to  receive  housing  complaints  either  directly  or  indirccu  y 
through  members  of  the  County’s  Nursing  Stan. 

In  May,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  submittedto  the  Council  a 

very  comprehensive  Survey  Report  upon  the 

• „ -t-hn  Di  c! t ri  revoalinp  coaditions  that  v/ere  at  tne  leasi, 

unsatisfactory.  In’ November  a further  report  was  submitted  shov7in  g 

that  imorovements  were  being  made.  A circular  letter  was  sent 

by  myself  to  all  Licencees  in  the  Holyhead  Urban 

oil  thp  brewery  comnanies  concerned  pointing  out  the  Health  risks 

rnn  by  thrusFbrthrpuWio  of  sanitarily  unclean  drinking  glasses. 

It  is^ unfortunate  that^there  is  an  absence  of  any  "k c 

ieAi  “mpulsion  to  use  Automatic  Disponsors  or  some  similar  smtab-c 

alternative  method  of  cleansing  drinking  glas^e  . 

nnilm"  Mekoal  of f ioek  ■ of  HeaU h have 

no  power  to  compel  visitation  to  ^^=7 a^rkn^tmL"  initiated. 
enfOTce  the  satisfactory  continuation  of  any  treatmeuo 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  realise  that  the  standard  of 
purity  of  Ice  Cream  (as  judged  by  the  percentages  of  Grade  I and 
Grade  II  reports)  has  improved  considerably  in  the  last  five 
years.  This  improvement  is  probably  due  to  tiro  main  fo.ctors  - 
the  one,  being  the  sampling  diligence  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  its  psychological  effect  on  vendors,  ard  the  otter  (and  lesser 
being  the  national  newspaper  publicity  that  has  been  given  in 
recent  years  to  proved  instances  of  food  posioning  traceable  to 
this  potentially  highly  dangerous  commodity,  which  in  the  post 
war  years  has  shoxm  a marked  consumption  increase.  The  adverse 
publicity  in  these  cases  tends  to  "kill'*  a highly  lucrative 
business . 


It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  refer  to  the  letter 
received  on  30.7*52  form  the  Food  Hygiene  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  which  concerned  the  practicability  of  complete 
and  efficient  food  inspection  in  relation  to  staffing  shortage, 
as  also  did  the  subsequent  letter  of  23.4.53  also  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  Letters  on  the  same  subject  were  received 
on  19.11.52  and  14.4.53  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  same 
subject  of  the  necessity  for  aii  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  tho.nk  the  Chairman 
and  members  for  their  interest  and  support  and  the  Clerk, 

Sanitary  Inspector,  and  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  help. 

I am  Lc.dy  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully. 


G.H.B.  Roberts 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GSiCi:R.AL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  850 
Population  (Registrar  General »s  Mid,  1955  Pst.)  10,520 
Rateable  value,  (on  1.4.55)  ...  £52,699 
Production  of  Penny  Rate  ...  £205a0s.?d 
No  of  rateable  premises, 


i.  Duelling  Houses 

ii . Parir  Houses 

iii.  Business  Premises 


5017 

5 


289 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Live  Births  (Actual  Occurrences) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


The 


1952 

Male 

Female 

Total 

94 

69 

165 

6 

5 

11 

100 

74 

174 

1955 

Male 

Female 

Total 

66 

71 

137 

4 

5 

9 

70 

76 

146 

Birth  Comparability  factor  is  1.01. 


BIRTHS  RATES  (total). 


Holyhead 

Anglesey 

STILLBIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


14.1  (crude) 

16.1 


14.2  (Corrected) 
England  & V/ales  15.5. 


Male  Female  Tot  a 1 

12  5 

0 0 0 


12  5 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  & still)  = 20.1 
The  stillbirth  rate  for  Anglesey  'JVas  16.7;  England  & Wales,  22. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  population  = 0.29 

The  stillbirth  rate  for  Anglesey,  0.27;  England  & Wales,  0.55. 

DEATHS  (total) 

Male  Female  Total 

66  67  155 


The  Death  Comparability  factor  is  0.91. 

The  Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  - 12.9, 

The  Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  = 11.7. 

The  death  rate  for  Anglesey  was  14.5;  England  & Wales,  11.4. 


MATERI'TAL  DEATHS 


Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infant  under  One  Year  of  ap;e , 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


4 

0 


3 

0 

”7 


7 

0 

7 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  = 47.9. 
Rate  for  Anglesey,  32.8;  England  & Wales,  26.8. 

.Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  v'^eeks  of  age , 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


0 

3 


b 

0 


3 


6 

0 


The  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  = 41.0. 
Rate  for  Anglesey,  22.0;  England  & iVales,  18.0  (provisional) 


GAUSS 3 OF  DEATHS 


i 

i 5o 
! 6. 
i ^ 

t 8. 
i 9. 
jlO. 

ill. 

!12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 


Causes  of  Death 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ,,, 

Tuberculosis,  other 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus,. 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . , 

^her  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 
vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system, , 
Diabetes  ... 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease... 

Other  circulatory  disease  . * ’ 

Pneumonia  , , . 

Bronchitis  . „ . 


16.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  | 

17,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
!18,  Congenital  malformations 

ill-defined  diseases 
20.  All  other  accidents... 


TOTAL 


M F 


3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

6 
0 

13 

3 

9 

3 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 


0 

0 

3 

0 

5 

1 

7 

11 

1 

9 

0 

17 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 


5 9 

3 0 


66  67 
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PRm^MriON  Am  GQJTEQL  OF  II^FJICTIOUS  D.TSEA,3i)S 
Nptifiab le  Diseases  (excludinp;  tuberculog^is ) 

Table  sho^xTina:  cases  notified  durinp:  the  year>  classified  in 

afi'e  j3;roiips . 


j 

j Diseases 

jl-4yrs 

j 5-9  |lO-li|. 

...  . 1 

15-24! 25-44 

1 

45-64, 

65  & 
over 

■Age 

Unknown! 

j Scarlet  Fever 

1 2 



i “ I - 

r — 

1 i 1 

1 

- 

-- 

— ■ — 

\ 

f 

— 1 

! 

! Dysentery 

U_ 

1 

( — 

j - i 

J 1 

1 

1 I 1 

- 

1 

1 Food  Poisoning 

U- 

- 

u, 

1 ; 1 1 

1 ” J......  1 

1 

- i 

j 

— 

,-,r 

!”■  ■'  ""  1 

2 

j Measles 
! 

178  j 

i 

170 1 6 1 

I'll 

— — n_  1 

1 i 

i 

- 

4 

( 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications  of  tuberculosis  ’^^ere  as  follo^’^ss- 


Age 

j Sex 

! 

I 

i Respiratory  or 

1 Non-Rospiratory  ! 

9 

1 

1 ^ 

j — 

j Respiratory 

11 

. F 

( ! 

16 

F 

i Non-Re spiratory  j 

17 

M 

j Respiratory  ! 

18 

p 

1 !t 

1 1 

20 

F 

1 

!?  ; 

i 

28 

M 

u \ 

i 

30 

M 

i 

n 

31 

M 

!? 

1 

37 

M 

" 1 

38 

F 

38 

F 

..  ! 

40 

M 

Non-Re spiratory  ' 

F 

Respiratory  { 

44 

M 

n ! 

\ 

45 

M 

" j 

47  ! 

M 

tj  t 

i 

48 

M 

t!  j 

65 

M j 

!?  j 

VACCIllATIOx^^  Am  IMvIUNISATIQN 

Vaccination  agcainst  Smallpox 

A total  of  29  children  ’i^ere  vaccinated  of  which  one 
was  re-vaccination. 
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Vaccination 


against 


Tuberculosis 


-nv,  . - vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Chest 

Hedical  Offic 

ana  nis  srait,  Tne  scheme  provides  lor  the  vacr i-nat-- on 

tubercn?nn-^f“^?-^  tuberculous  households  and^'of 

•7^  negative  contacts  of  known  cases.  During  1953 


r 

of 


30  sucn  vaccinations  were  carried 


our  in  the  District 


Immunisation 


Diohtheria 


wa<!  121^  number  of  children  immunised  during  1953 

'Ite  corresponding  figure  for ® 

152,  1950,  In 9.  19A9>  110,  These  f 

number  carried  out  within  the  Sanitary  DistrTct  includinn' 


1952  was  205;, 
figures  include 


on 


1951, 

the 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28847726 


SAHITaBY  IKSFECTOR'  S ANNUAL  3EFC;?iT  FO^i  TrlF,  YEAR  19 '7 3 . 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  make  apolicatron  for  a 
Court  Order  under  Section  4?  of  the  Act  for  the  removal  to  other 
accommodation  of  any  person  physically  incapacitated  and  living  in 
insanitary  conditions. 


Tv7o  inquiries  were  received  respecting  burial  of  the  dead 
under  section  50  of  the  Act  but  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council 
to  undertake  burial.  By  arrangement  with  the  C.  & A.  Hosoital 
Management _ Committee,  the  mortuary  at  the  Stajiley  Sailor  ’ s' Hospital 
is  available  for  the  reception  of  dead  bodies  and  it  was  used  for 
two  bodies  during  the  year. 


Camping  Sites  and  Caravans. 

This  is  not  a problem  in  the  urban  area  but  one  caravan 
observed  to  be  parked  on  Council  land  at  the  Porthyfelin  end  of 
promenade  was  removed. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  seven  male  and  three  female  sanitary  conveniences 
and  some  are  obviously  substandard  according  to  modern  conception. 

The  provision  of  a new  Public  Convenience  at  Svdft  Square  was  first 
mooted  in  1949  and  the  Council  formally  agreed  to  the  project  in  1951 
but  little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  due  to  legal  technical- 
ities in  acquisition  of  the  land,  and  to  the  controversy  whether  to 
use  it  as  a car  parking  Ground  or  Ornamental  Gardens.  Both  schemes 
embraced  Public  Conveniences  and  the  VJelsh  Office  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  & Local  Government  agreed  to  the  project  in  principle  in 
May  1953?  after  a visit  by  their  Engineering  Inspector, 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  respecting  si:r 
chimneys  that  could  create  smoke  nuisance  in  the  area,  and  some  are 
only  used  occasionally. 

Factories 


The  Factories  Register  is  in  need  of  revision  and  it  was  not 
found  possible  to  give  any  routine  attention  to  this  matter.  Twenty- 
six  visits  were  made  to  sixteen  premises  and  six  defects  were  found 
and  remedied. 

Restriction  on  Dealing  in  Rags . 

Visiting  Rag  Collections  v/ere  kept  under  observation  during 
the  year  but  no  contravention  of  section  154  Public  Health  Act  193^ 
was  i/itnessed. 

Pest  Control 

The  work  undertaken  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follov/Sc 

No.  of  premises  No«.  Infested,  No>  UninfesteiU  No ? Pe s t>- piipof 

Rats  64  56  8 7 

Mice  10  10  - 1 
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Pe nnntrol  (continued) 

It  was  not  necessary  to  ta,ke  any  statut-a’y  action  under  tae 
prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  19^9  to  achieve  rhe  above  resu-cs. 

The  Penbonc  and  Recreation  Ground  Reiuse  TipSj  Llaingoch 
and  Kingsland  Streams  were  accorded  the  prescribed  treatment  wirh 

satisfactory  results. 

The  town’s  sewerage  system  was  given  the  double  treatmenb 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  as  • 

time  this  worh  was  done  was  at  the  end  oi  19i0.^  Section  ol„eicro 
were  also  treated  in  conjuntion  with  the  contro^  of  suriace  inj.e. 
tions  and  manholes  ro,t“proofed  as  found  necessary. 

One  premises  suffering  from  chronic  rat  infection  was 
successfully  rat-proofed  at  considerable  expen-^  ont itief ' ?he 

business  and  ownership  on  18  Nov.  1953.  A iiM 

Town  Rat’  was  shown  to  a poorly  attended  meeting  in  tne  Council 

Chamber . 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation . 

A summary  is  submitted  of  the  action  taken  for  disinfection 
and  disinfestation  of  premises. 

Common 
Houses 

8 


1 

2 


Tlcasos 

Total 

Yisit-s 

1 

1 

2 

13 

1 

21 

1 

46 

4 

4 

4 

14 

11 

12 

24 

2 

4 

P 

0 

3 

o 

1 

1 

2 

Pi. sea.se  or 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  notified  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  ^ cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  only  in  one  case  w 
disinfection  of  the  prem-iscs  thought  desirable. 

In  infectious  cases  of  tuberouaosis  toe  bedding 
voluntarily  destroyed  or  steam  sterilised  a.  tne  expense 
Local  Authority. 

in  the  latter. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Of ficer, ^ 
ff  IFoVSrer1eroS?^h^Sukk?ke5Jngi’-ndortako„  in  the  County. 

Acting  under  the  A“s*y°''"i^y?yhggIs'^spokmons'^woro’ 
investigating  visits  wore  made  an^  "uvaHei-y  in  which 
obtained  inquiring  into  5 ^.„3t-..‘otcd,  and  3 carriers  of  the 

food  poisoning  bacteria  omployment  as  a cook  and  was 

disease  found.  One  of  infection.  It 

put  on  alternative  duties  ^ original  source  of  infection 

Ikklif fo^fumphrofroof c^ontlfiiatSd  by  infected  mice  at  the 
home  of  the  patient. 

, n^^r-'eved  by  a departing  guest’s 

One  boarding  house  weeper  a^o  Sanitary  Inspector 

-imffiirth^c  rdletoifylnr??  - infestation. 


Refuge  and  Salva.r^o  DisposoJ. . 

Forty- one  visits  of  tip  supervision  were  made  during  the 
year.  Refuse  disposd.  is  ty  tipping  at  Penbonc  ’'//hich  is  controlled 
as  far  as  circumstancos  allow.Conslderaulon  continued  to  lie  sj.ven  durin 
the  year  to  acquiring  an  altern-'.tive  tipping  site  hut  little" progress  ’ 
can  be  recorded.  The  anplication  for  planning  consent  rescectin-^ 
the  Penrhos  Beach  Tipping  site  made  in  J’one  195?-  had  still' not  been 
determined  at  the  end  of  the  year*  During  six  iieeks  of  the  year 
refuse ^was  tipped  on  the  Noirry  Bea,ch  Sunken  Garden  site,  and  then 
again  for  22  weeks  at  the  Recreation  Ground,  thus  being  a.  return 
visit  to  complete  an  improvement  started  in  195i« 

^It  is  regrettable  that  a.n  uriinformed  public  opinion  views  every 
refuse  disposal  method  with  apprehensions.  The  principle  Sxhould  now 
be  accepted  that  household  refuse  can  be  tipped  on  any  suitable  site, 
irrespective  of  locality,  without  injury  to  the  public  health  or 
amenity  or  creation  of  nuisance,  provided  the  job  is  done  with 
discretion  and  is  properly  controlled  with  the  aid  of  the  mechan- 
ical plant  oMied  by  the  Council, 

^ The ^ number  of  houses  serviced  each  v/eek  for  night  soil 
collection  is  97?  tlie  same  as  last  year® 

The  income  from  salvage  sales  was  as  follows 

49  tons  12  cwts  2 qrs  ...o.,  £375.18,8d 

R-gs  15  CvTts  £11.  15. 2d 

The  waste  paper  tonnage  wa.s  materially  the  same  as  the 
previous  yea.r,  but  due  to  a reduction  in  price  the  income  wa,s 
£298  less  than  in  195?. 

The  Salvage  Depot  a.t  Bryn  y Mor,  Turkey  Shore,  is  fc>r  moro 
inaccessible  than  the  previous  one  at  Baptist  Terrace  and  has 
indirectly  reflected  on  the  efficiency  of  the  c o'!  1 ec  1 1 on. 

The  Refuse  Collection  Team  is  composed  of  driver  and  5 cien 
and  the  toto.1  sick-leave  for  the  year  amounted  to  19  weeks  and  4 
days.  The  Refuse  Tip  la.bour  force  of  two  men  had  sick  leave 
amounting  to  2 weeks  1 day. 

Dust  Bin  Service. 


As  a result  of  the  Council' s restriction  on  bin  purchase 
during  the  last  couple  of  years,  there  arose  during  the  yea.r  an 
acute  inability  to  supply  bins  on  demand  by  householders.  Only 
half  the  proposed  expenditure  during  the  year  was  allowed  by  the 
•Council,  and  it  became  expedient  to  repair  suitable  defective  bins 
as  the  opportunity  arose. 

In  April  200  galva.nised  bins  wore  issued,  and  a survey  of 
the  refuse  recepticlcs  in  use  in  the  toum  in  September  disclosed 
that  531  houses  ■'.';ere  in  need  of  proper  bins,  and  the  number  of 
householders  who  had  applied  for  bin  replacements  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  I38. 

It  is,  however,  plea.sing  to  record  that  it  was  again  possible 
to  buy  galvanised  bins  during  the  year  in  preferencp  to  the  non- 
galvanised  bin  w^hich  was  the  only  type  available  in  1951  and  195?. 
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Water  Sur>Dly 


Action  undertaken  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows 


No.  of  premises 

No.  with 

No.  of 

No>  of 

NOt,  of 

Inspectedo 

Deficient 

Supply.- 

Visits. 

Notices. 

Services 

Renewed. 

36 

15 

77 

14 

2 

Arrangements  were  completed  during  the  year  for  the  Urban 
Council  to  delegate  its  water  supply  functions  under  Part  IV  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  193^  to  the  County  Council  under  the  terms 
of  the  Anglesey  County  Council,  (Water  etc  ) Act  1944,  the  effective 
date  of  transfer  beiug  1 Oct,  1953* 

The  County  Water  Department  took  45  samples  of  water  from 
30  promises  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway,  end  one  sample  from  a private  supply,  which, 
i\rhilst  substandard  for  a public  supply,  was  satisfactory  under  the 
circumstances o One  of  the  45  samples  was  graded  as  Class  3?  a. 
suspicious  water  under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Classification,  and 
the  explanations  for  this  occurrence  was  given  by  the  Water 
undertakers  as  due  to  temporary  alterations  in  supply  control 
which  affected  the  purification  measures. 

Complaints  from  the  public  followed  the  pattern  of  previous 
years  respecting  colours  and  sediment,  and  apprehension  was  some- 
what allayed  on  authoritative  assurances  that  whilst  the  water 
o.ppeared  objectionable  it  was  nevertheless  pure  and  wholesome. 
Disatisfaction  was  pin-pointed  this  yearn  o.t  the  Stanley  Sailor’ s 
Hospital,  and  at  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory 
service  gave  a highly  satisfactory  report  on  the  bacteriological 
condition  in  accordance  rrith  the  Ministry  of  Health  classification. 
The  specific  issue  of  sediment  was  dealt  x/ith  by  submitting  two 
samples  for  chemical  analysis,  one  containing  considerable  sediment 
a.nd  the  other  apparently  clear.  The  sediment:  content  trasgiven  as 
f ollows  s- 

Iron  parts  per  milllea  Manrp'.urese  parts  per  million 
Sample  No  1 13*0  3»8 

Sample  No  2 0o52  0.05 

and  the  Public  Analyst  commented  thus  on  the  samples s- 

S ample  No.  1 

The  discolouration  in  this  sample  is  due  to  the  presence 
of  considerable  amounts  of  iron  and  manganese  in  suspension. 
Although  these  substances  are  not  considered  harmful,  they  are 
obviously  objectionable  for  most  uses  of  the  water  unless  removed 
as  far  as.  possible  by  allov/ing  it  to  settle. 

' ’Semple  No.  2 ^ 


This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance 
although  showing  a slight  deposit  of  iron  hydroxide.  it  is  free 
from  other  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  manganese,  and 
it  has  a reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality.  The  water 
is  fairly  soft  in  character  ejid  has  a very  moderate  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents.  It  is  of  satisfactory  quality. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes 
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Water  Supply  (Continued) 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  v/ater  department,  on  receiving 
complaints  of  this  classification,  to  flush  out  the  mains  in  an 
effort  to  eliminate  the  suspended  matter = 

Housing 

Action  undertaken  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows 

No=  of  No.  of  NOf  of  No.  of  Premises 

Houses  visits  Notices  Repaired-. 

Housing  Defects  96  210  85  81 

No  individual  unfit  house  was  reported  during  the 
year  for  closure  or  demolition  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act 
1938  out  three  families  consisting  of  12  persons  were  displaced 
from  houses  on  which  orders  had  been  served  the  previous  ye-ar,  and 
one  individual  unfit  house  was  demolished.  Three  families 
consisting  of  23  persons  were  rehoused  from  Clearance  Areas,  and  six 
houses  in  Clea.rance  Area  were  demolished.  Repa.irs  required  at  one 

house  by  the  terms  of  a statutory  notice  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1938  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Films  on_ ''Building  Homes"  by  the  Easiform  method  and  "The 
Stockton  Test"  illustrating  modernisation  of  old  houses  as  envisa-^-’er 
under  the  "improvement  grants"  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949~" 
by  providing  indoor  sojiitation,  bathrooms  and  hot  water  on  tap  were 
shown  on  the  18th  Nov.  1953  to  a poorly  attended  meeting  at  tl:ie 
Council  ChcjnbQr. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  a report  submitted 
during  the  year  on  "The  Modernisation  of  Sub-standard  Houses" 

The  Stockton  Test  took  advantage  of  the  improvement  grants 
available  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  to  provide  modern  amenities. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  tlie'  principle  outlined  here  is 
not  a_ first  aid  measure  to  prolong  the  life  of  derelict  housing 
tha.t  is  ripe  for  demolition,  rather  is  it  the  provision  of  modern 
necessities  in  houses  that  are  structurally  sound,  but  built  at  a 
time  when  these  amenities  were  considered  luxuries  only  to  be 
enjoyed  by  certain  privileged  sections  of  the  community.  The  word 
substandard"  in  this  connection  should  not  be  confused  with  the 
term  "unfit  for  human  habitation" . • 

"Between  the  two  extremes  of  the  slum  property  and  the  post 
war  Council  House  with  its  two  water  closets,  there  is  a,  substantio.1 
no-man’ s land  of  houses  which  though  in  some  respects  below  modern  ' 
:?tandai*d3 5 _ ^are  not  bad  enough  to'. justify  inclusion  in  a Clearance 
Area.  Individually,  they  are  not  in' a bad, enough  state  of  repair 
and  collectively  they  are  not  suf f ici.ently  crowded  or  bo.dly  a.rranged, 
but  they  exist  in  substantial  numbers  awaiting  to  be  granted  a 
further  useful  lease  of  life  by  the  ’provision  of  the  basic  and 
missing  amenities.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector- of  Stockton  sayss- 

w ’Unless  we  are ■ prepared  to  accept  the  position  as  it  now- 
stands,  and  say  that  a house  is  a satisfactory  home  xvdthout  a bath 
and  hot- water  supply,  these  difficulties  must  be  overcome.  This 
is  no-t  a scheme  to  perpetuate  the  slums,  but  to  provide  decent 
facilities  for  the  upbringing  of  children  in  those  sub-standard 
dwellings . ’ 

There ^ must  be  in  Hol^i^head  some  hundreds  of  houses  v/ith  a, 
life  expectation  of  thirty  years  where  modernisation  could  be 
undertaken  with  useful  results  to  the  community  at  large  and  the 
Council  as  a Ra.ting  Authority, 


^9- 


The  Council  has  received  five  applicat  i ms  from  iv/ners 
for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  approved 

of  three.  The  circular  accompanying  the  Act  encouraged  Local 
Authorities  to  acquire  old  houses  and  carry  oi  t the  work 
themselves.  The  results  throughout  the  country  in  both  instances 
have  been  disappointing.  It  should  bo  noted  ui  joassing  bhat  the 
expenditure  must  fall  within  the  limits  of  £l5''k-£o00  for  grant 
aid  purposes.*' 

"Another  view  on  the  same  topic  is  conta  .ned  in  the  presiden- 
tial Address  of  The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Milne:  of  Leeds  at  tne 
1953  Annual  Conference  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectoi’s  Associations- 


»The  1951  Census  disclosed  the  surprising  fact  that  in 
Great  Britain  there  were  6^^00^00  households,  or 

the  total  number,  without  a fixed  bath.  Nearly  2,000,000  either 
have  no  kitchen  sink  or  shared  one  with  another  farily,  and  nearly 
2,500,000  households  had  no  piped  water  supply  to  themselves  or 
had  only  a shared  supply.  This  is  surely  a sene  us  state  of 

affairs.  A proper  bath  is  a necessity,  not  a luxury,  and  a house 

without  one  should  not  be  regarded  as  fit  for  habi  lation.  he 
house\d-fe  deserves  the  very  best  working  conditions  we  can  give 
her  and  every  facility  for  lightening  the  burden  of  her  labour. 

Yet  so  many  do  not  even  possess  their  oivn  sink  or  Wi  ter  supply. 

The  gradual  speeding  up  of  house  building  is  iiost  heartening, 
and  it  must  continue  at  the  highest  possible  tempo.  Almost  equally 
important,  however,  is  the  preservation  of  those  old  i.ouses 
can  provide  good  homes  for  many  years  ahead.  In  some  cases  proper 
repair  and  maintenance  is  all  that  is  required  but,  in  .. 

moLrn  amenities  such  as  hot  water  systems,  bathrooms,  ilectricity 
and  efficient  heating  appliances  are  needed.  The  solut.  on  to^tnis 
problem  is  bound  up  with  rent  control  and  the  means  by  uiich  uhe 
investment  of  capital, _ whether  private  or  public,  in  housing 
improvements  can  be  stimulated.’ 

"There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  houses  in  this  co^try 
built  at  the  turn  of  the  century  which  if  they  continue  to  te 
neglected  will  in  a few  years  time  be  beyond  help.  It  is  conoid 
ered  that  they  could  be  inexpensively  reclaimed  to  the  advantage 
ofall  concerLd.  The  private  landlord  or  local  authority  ovmer 
pnnld  turn  a near  liability  into  a valuable  asset  and  local 
authority  housing  committees  could  be  given  the  breathing  space 
thev  so  desperately  need.  Finally,  the  tenants  to  whom  these  ^ 
houses  have^been  homes,  albeit  unsatisfactory  ones,  for  years,  ooui.d 
have  mosrof  the  ^enikes  which  they^admire  in  the  POst- war  Council 
Houses  without  tearing  up  the  roots  of  their  lives.  At  the  momen 
these  houses  are  worth  recovering,  they  are  generally 
sound,  but  because  they  lack  basic  ^enities 
to  their  omers  and  unsatisfactory  homes  for  their  tenants. 

At  the  October  Committee  meeting  seven  small  houses  in 
Well  Street  and  Cross  Street  were  reported  ^P°^ 

as  a Clearance  Area  but  decisive  action  was  f officials 

January  1954.  There  was  consultation  during  ohe  year  vrith  ofiiciais 

of  the  County  Planning  Department  respecting  Clearance  Area 
proposals . 

At  the  1953  Annual  Conference  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
AssociatLn,  Sir  John  Wrigley,  a distinguished  Civil  Servant, 
rIoeSuy  ?eUred  from  the  post  of  Deputy  Secretary,  Ministry  of 
Housing  & Local  Government  saids- 
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"From  1919  to  approximately  1933 5 the  attention  of  local 
authorities  was  concentrated  primarily  on  building  houses  to  meet 
general  needs.  From  1933  to  1939  it  was  concentrated  primari'J.y 
on  building  houses  for  slum  clearance  (after  193^  a start  was 
made  with  provision  for  the  abatement  of  statutory  overcrov/ding 
as  well).  Since  19^53  it  has  again  been  concentrated  on  general 
needs, ^ This  changing  pattern  is  in  no  way  unnatural  or  incon- 
sistent. The  concentration  on  general  needs  followed  in  each 
case  on  a war  which  has  exacerbated  the  general  shortage  of 
houses  by  a stoppage  of  building  for  som.e  years  and  by  a disturb- 
ance in  the  general  make-up  of  family  life  and  of  the  normal 
distribution  of  the  population.  Incidentally,  it  resulted  in 
each  case  in  the  concentration  for  a number  of  >'ears  on  the 
building  of  what  may  be  described  as  the  ordinary  family  house,  the 
house  with  three  bedrooms  which  provides  for  a family  of  five 
persons  - a form  of  provision  felt  to  be  required  for  the  great 
majority  of  the  families  in  the  most  urgent  need  of  hom.es,  though 
not  necessarily  required  in  the  same  proportion  for  the  long  term 
housing  needs  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Housing  as  a social  service  is,  how^ever,  not  only  - 
probably  Sanitary  Inspectors  will  not  think  not  primarily  - a 
question  of  adding  to  the  total  supply  of  houses  and  of  providing 
homes  for  families  who  apply  for  them,  it  is  also  a question  of 
utilising  the  new  houses  provided  by  the  local  authorities  in  such 
a way  as  to  secure  the  elimination  of  the  worst  features  of  our 
existing  housing.  From  the  point  of  view  of  public  health,  the 
WOT  st  features  are  the  continued  occupation  of  un.f it  houses  which 
cannot  be  made  fit,  and  the  overcrowding  of  houses  - features  ^^^hich 
are  sometimes  found  in  combination  in  tin  same  house,  but  sometimes 
and  perhaps  more  often  found  separately. 

As  you  all  know’-,  local  authorities  are  required  by  Section 
82(2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  to  secure  that  in  the  selection 
of  their  tenants  "reasonable  preference  is  given  to  persons  who 
are  occupying  insanitary  or  overcrowded  houses,  have  large  families 
or  are  living  under  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions."  To  leave 
matters  to  the  simple  application  of  this  formula  is  not,  however, 
likely  to  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  elimination  of  the  slums  and 
of  overcrowding.  Some  of  those  living  in  unfit  or  overcrowded 
houses  will  be  among  the  applicants  for  Council  Houses,  but 
experience  in  the  past  has  shown  that  many  of  those  living  in  unfit 
or  overcrowded  houses  do  not  themselves  apply  for  new  homes. 
Moreover,  the  provision  of  a house  for  a family  living  in  an  unfit 
or  any  overcrowded  house  does  not  prevent  the  re-occupation  of  the 
house  by  another  family  under  the  same  conditions.  That  can  be 
prevented  only  by  demolition  of  the  house  or  by  the  enforcement 
of  the  statutory  provisions  dealing  inth  the  abatement  and 
prevention  of  overcrowding  i.e,  the  occupation  of  new  houses  must 
be  closely  linked  with  the  permanent  abatement  of  the  conditions 
\/hich  they  are  intended  to  eliminate. 

From  about  1933  to  1939  the  main  weight  of  the  housing 
efforts  of  local  authorities  w^as  directed  to  housing  schemes 
v/hich  did  secure  this  close  association  of  their  new  houses 
with  the  direct  elimination  of  individual  cases  whether  of  unfit 
houses  or  of  overcrowding.  They  were  thus  used  to  secure  the 
removal  of  the  worst  housing  conditions  v/hether  or  not  the 
occupants  of  these  houses  had  asked  for  them  removal.  It  is  a 
matter  of  consideration  whether  after  a concentration  of  eight 
years  building  on  general  needs,  the  time  has  not  now  come  when 
at  any  rate  a substantial  part  of  the  housing  programme  of  local 
authorities  ought  again  to  be  devoted  to  similar  purposes. 
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I am  aware  that  a number  of  local  authorites  have  already  made 
some  moves  in  this  direction.  According  to  an  answer  given  by 
the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government  in  the  House  on  May  1st 
1953?  the  number  of  unfit  houses  which  were  demolished  during  the 
year  ended  March  31st  19^2^  was  IO5482,  of  which,  4,791  were  in 
clearance  areas  and  '^,691  were  individual  unfit  houses,  I suggest 
that  in  the  years  ahead  the  scale  of  direct  attack  on  the  two 
problems  of  unfit  houses  and  overcrowding  needs  to  be  much  extended. 

The  work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  brings  them  into  close 
daily  association,  both  with  the  facts  and  with  the  results  of  bad 
housing,  and  they  will  no  doubt  all  have  a pretty  shrewd  idea  of  the 
extent  of  this  problem  in  their  o\m  areas.  In  some  district  this 
information  will,  no  doubt,  have  been  translated  into  something  of 
the  nature  of  a survey.  It  would  not,  I suggest,  be  necessary 
to  await  the  making  of  such  a comprehensive  report  before  deciding 
to  initiate  action  on  the  most  urgent  aspects  of  this  problem 
in  particular  areas  which  must  be  pretty  well  known  to  the  local 
authorities  for  those  towns,  and  their  officers. 

First  of  all,  the  procedure  necessarily  involved  in  dealing 
with  unfit  houses  in  clearance  areas  takes  a considerable  time 
before  the  actual  results  are  visible.  There  are  two  distinct 
but  related  operations  - (1)  the  condemnation  and  demolition  of  the 
old  houses,  (2)  the  building  of  the  new  houses  in  which  accommodation 
is  offered  to  those  living  in  the  condemned  houses. 

With  the  utmost  expedition  on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  any 
time  from  six  to  twelve  months  is  pretty  certain  to  elapse,  even 
v/hen  the  number  of  houses  is  small,  between  the  initial  action  by 
the  local  authority  and  the  confirmation  of  the  Order,  and  even 
longer  periods  may  well  be  required  when  the  proposals  are  large 
and  controversial. 

after 

But  evenAhe  Order  has  been  confirmed  it  will  not  be  possible 
for  the  local  authority  to  demolish  houses  until  they  are  in  a 
position  to  offer  alternative  accommodation  to  families  to  be 
displaced.  The  time  of  demolition  will,  therefore,  be  governed 
by  the  progress  made  by  the  local  authority  with  the  building  of 
new  houses. 

Once  an  ordered  programme  is  launched  and  organised  by  a 
local  authority,  the  tx^^o  operations  of  Order  making  and  new  house 
building  can  proceed  concurrently.  At  the  outset,  however,  a 
considerable  time  must  elapse  between  initial  action  by  the  local 
authority  and  visible  results  in  the  clearance  of  areas  and  the 
transference  of  their  occupants  to  new  homes.  If  only  for  that 
reason,  I suggest  that  if  a local  authority  do  feel  that  the^ 
problem  of  unfit  housing  is  of  importance  and  urgency  in  their 
district,  early  consideration  of  the  initial  action  to  deal  with 
these  conditions  is  of  equal  importance  and  urgency.” 

Overcrowding 

No  reliable  statistical  data  is  avialable  respecting  the_ 
degree  and  extent  of  statutory  overcrowding  in  terms  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  but  cases  found  on  investigation  of  housing  applications 
are  rehoused  in  Council  Houses  as  opportunity  arises. 
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provision  of  Housing  AGcommodaticn 


Premises  2 bedrooms 

iaiizss 

By  Council  8 

Private  Enterprise  2 

The  rate  of  completion  of  nev/  council  houses  is  very  slow 
but  better  than  1952  when  only  fourteen  were  completed,  there 
being  a dramatic  drop  from  seventy  completed  houses  in  1951. 

The  chief  Financial  Officer  summarises  the  Council's 
position  regarding  the  Housing  Estates  and  Requisitioned  Premises 
at  the  end  of  the  year  as  followss- 


8 bedrooms 

6 20 

- 6 


ko. 

TENANTS 
In  arrear 
NoT 

ACCOmODATION 

TOTAL 

'^^EEiCLY 

RENTAL 

iRREARS  ^ j 
Am  our.  t j 

'24 

62 

370 

7 

8 

100 

29 

13 

27 

Requisitioned  Premises 
Temporary  Houses. 
Permanent  Houses. 

22.  9.9 

65.17.6 

395.  8„9 

15.12.6 
9cl5dl 
188.  8.1 

68  ! 
14  i 
48  j 

456 

115 

25^ 

41^83.16001213.16.6 

44^  1 

Housing  Applications. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3^7  recorded  housing 
applications  as  compared  with  242  in  1952  and  303  iri  1951?  and 
49  inspections  were  made  into  the  housing  conditions  of  applicants. 
The  Housing  list  was  completely  revised  at  the  beginning  of  1952 
and  it  would  be  a good  thing  if  a review  were  undertaken  every 
three  years  in  order  to  obtain  realistic  figures  of  the  prevailing 
housing  need  in  the  area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 


The  v;ork  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows s- 


No.  of  Premises  mth  No.  of  No . of  Drains  cleared 

choked  drains.  Notices  Visits  or  repaired 

14:4  190'’  144 

Tv^/•o  persistent  complaints  of  offensive  smell  alleged  to  be 
due  to  faulty  drainage  or  sewerage  were  disposed  of  during  the 
year.  Investigations  were  difficult  due  to  the  intermittent 
character  of  the  nuisance.  The  cause  in  one  instance  was  a 
fractured  gas  main  allov/ing  gas  to  leak  into  and  out  of  the 
sewer  and  drainage  branches.  The  blending  of  the  escaped  gas 
with  harmless  sewer  gas  successfully  masked  the  individual 
characteristics  of  both.  In  the  second  case  industrial  waste 
matter  containing  iron  oxide  which  in  the  process  of  weathering 
intermittantly  gave  off  free  sulphur,  had  been  used  as  weed 
killer  in  a garden.  The  of foasLve  sradl  caused  apprehension  to  house- 
holders vAio  were  unaware  of  its  origin. 


References  which  are  made  from  time  to  time  about  the 
West  Holyhead  Sewerage  Scheme  led  to  complaints  being  received 
concerning  the  condition  of  the  Gors  streamc  These  complaints 
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may  perhaps  be  considered,  as  being  more  symptomatic  of  interest 
^2  Ju  proposals  than  concern  about  the  contamination 

of  the  stream,  whoso  condition  ha.d  for  years  been  a feature  of  the 
sewerless  area  through  which  it  flows. 


Flooding  in  the  Well  Street  area  occurs  with  monotonous 
regularity  according  to  weather  and  tidal  condibions. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


The  work  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows s- 


Defective  W.C,  Cisterns 
Defective  W.C.  pans 
Defective  closet  pails 
Lacking  W.C.  Cisterns 
Defective  W.C.  Structures 


Number 

Visits 

Notices 

Fittings 
provided  or 
repaired. 

11 

29 

11 

■■  ‘ 

9 

30 

9 

9 

5 

10 

5 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

23 

5 

4 

Reference  h^s  been  made  previously  to  the  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  accommodation  at  the  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  School. 

This  sanitary  accommodation  is  obsolete  and  substandard  when 
compared  with  the  other  schools  in  the  urban  area,  and  the  apparent 
lack  of  concern  of  the  Education  Authority  may  perhaps  be  justified 
viewed  against  the  background  of  conditions  generally  in  the  schools 
in  the  county. 


Licensed  Premises. 

The  usual  annual  report  on  conditions  at  licensed  premises 
was  submitted  to  the  Magistrates  at  the  Annual  Licensing  Sessions 
in  Februarys- 

Prernises  licensed  for  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor.  25 

” ” ” public  use.  ...  ...  2 

" ” ” as  Cinemas.  ...  ...  3 

” ” ” as  billiard  halls  ...  ....  2 

The  conditions  at  licensed  premises  were  thoroughly 
examined  during  the  year,  96  visits  being  made  for  the  purpose 
and  two  comprehensive  reports  submitted  to  the  Council.  With  the 
alterations  and  improvements  now  envisaged  at  various  premises, 
it  can  be  said  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  'was  only  one 
licensed  premises  where  the  sanitary  accommodation  'was  substandard. 

A sustained  effort  has  been  made  during  the  last  couple  of 
years  to  popularise  the  use  of  bactericidal  sterilising  agents  in 
automatic  dispensers  at  Public  Houses,  as  recommended  by  the 
Institute  of  Breweing  for  cleansing  glasses.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  four  public  houses  were  using  automatic  dispensers  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  the  number  had  been  increased  to  eight.  A 
circular  w^s  sent  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  stressing  the  desire- 
ability  for  improvement  in  glass  washing  technique  in  accordance 
with  the  conceptions  of  modern  scientific  research,  but  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  a wider  use  v/ill  be  made  of  automatic  dispensers 
in  the  absence  of  definite  legal  compulsion. 

One  cinema  was  redecorated  during  the  year,  as  also  was 
Billiard  Hall,  but  the  licensee  of  one  Billiard _ Hall ^had  to  be_ 
to  discontinue  his  re-vived  and  repugnant  practice  of  undertaking 
upholstery  reconditioning  on  the  licensed  -premises.  Some  minor 
imior ovements  in  natural  lighting  and  ventilation  of  sanitary 
accommodation  was  obtained  in  a Dance  Hall. 
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Sho-p  Premises  % Food  and  Other . 

Some  185  premises  can  be  inspected  under  the  Shops  Act, 
and  those  shops  dealing  in  foodstuffs  are  also  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  visits  to  food 
premises  v;ere  generally  concerned  nith  requests  to  examine  alleged 
unsound  food  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  carry  out  an 
incidental  inspection  of  the  premises,  and  I63  visits  to  k3 
premises  were  made  in  this  way. 

Being  a Food  So].omon  has  its  disadvantages,  especially  at 
Christmas  time,  when  the  half-cooked  turkey  is  taken  out  of  the  oven, 
for  a decision  to  be  taken  as  to  whether  it  smells  or  not,  A 
tactful  observation  left  both  sides  to  the  dispute  convinced  that 
their  opinion  had.  been  upheld  and  the  turkey  v/as  later  eaten  with 
relish.  It  is  also  upsetting  to  cut  upon  a pork  pie  and  find  it  to 
contain  a mass  of  material  written  in  German  giving  instructions  on 
how  to  use  the  seasoning  matter  in  food  preparations.  _ A word  on 
care  in  food  preparation  at  the  establis.hment  in  question  did  not 
come  amiss  on  this  occasion.  The  Mau  MaU  Movement  in  South _ 

Africa  had  convinced  one  complainant  that  a tin  of  South  African 
Grapes  contained  glass  fragm.ents  intended  to  further  their  cause, 
but  actually  the  sinister  pieces  v/ere  really  harmless  cream  of  tartar 
crystals  which  are  not  uncommonly  found  in  tinned  grapes. 

Grocers  premises  are  encouragedj  where  the  trade  warrants  it, 
to  install  refrigerators,  and  one  premises  was  fitted  up^with  a 
large  refrigerator  during  the  year.  One  multiple  food  firm  also 
abandoned  on  unsuitable  internal  warehouse,  and  made  the  first 
floor  above  the  shop  into  a first  class  stock-room  when  it  became 
vacant  on  expiration  of  tenancy. 


Ice  Cream  Control 


In  the  table  set  below  details  are  given  of  the  results 
of  testing  227  samples  of  Ice  Crefim  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  during  the  period  May  - September,  1953 • There  are 
tiro  local  manufacturers  using  the  Hot  Mix  metnod  and  tv/o  using  the 
complete  Cold  Mix  method.  There  are  twenty  eight  non-manufacturing 
retailers  \vho  sell  pre-packed  proprietory  brands  bought  in^bulk. 

82  visits  were  made  to  retailing  premises  in  connection  with  the 
results  of  ice  cream  sampling. 


Manufacturing-retailers . 


Dealer  S_amules  Gr  a^  J. 


A 11  Sl.Qfo 

B 13 

c 3 ico.o^ 

D 5 60.0^ 


TOTAL  32  56.3^ 


Grade  2 

Grade  8 

Grade  4 

IQ.2% 

15.3^ 

38.7^ 

23o0f. 

20.0^^ 

' 20.0:^ 

- 

25.0^ 

12.5^ 

6 , 2fo 

Non-Manufacturing  Retailers.. 
Twenty-eight  dealers. 

195 


loO^ 


81.7  fo 


13.85^ 


Ice  Cream  Control  (Continued) 


Comparative  Statement  for  years  1 


Manuf acturers  Year 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


Grades  1 and  2 

54  oO^ 

60.7^ 

76.255 

95.855 

81. 


Percenta,g;o 

Improvement  Deterioration 


12.4^:^ 

25»5f^ 

25.7^ 

15.2?^ 


Retailers  1949 

1970 

1951 

1952 

1953 


58.0^ 

65c 

90.7^ 

89»4f. 

95.3^ 


12.95^ 

38.4^ 

6 » 6/7 


lo4/^ 


Some  fluctuation  in  the  percentages  at  a high  level  of 
achievement  is  not  vieued  uitxh  the  same  concern  as  the  same 
fluctuation  i/herethe  general  standard  is  mediocre,  although  it  is 
difficult  in  the  case  of  some  individual  producers  to  give  a 
satisfactory  explanation  for  the  erratic  hehaviour  of  the  ice- 
cream samples  tested.  The  general  picture  is  satisfactory,  ari 
this  routine  sampling  provides  a very  useful  check  on  the 
condition  of  a highly  susceptible  commodity.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  suggests  that  80^^  of  the  samples  should  fall 
into  Grades  1 and  2 and  none  into  Grade  4. 


During  the  year  four  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale 
of  v/rapped  pre-packed  ice  cream  under  Section  14,  Food  & Drugs  Act 
1938,  and  one  cafe,  which  does  not  need  registration,  was  also 
recognised  for  this  purpose. 


Milk  Control 

Number  of  non-designated  milk  retailers  ...  5 
Number  of  pasteurised  milk  retailers  ...  1 
Number  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  retailers  ..c  4 


Milk  sompling 


Bact  0 

Tests 

T.B. 

Biol  Test, 

Phosuh 

Test 

Milk 

Satis . 

, Not  sat. 

Pos . 

Negative. 

Satis . 

Not- sat 

Ordinary 

50 

6 

Nil 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculin  t 

ested  37 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Pasteurised 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

27 

Nil 

The  most  significant  post-war  trend  in  mmlk  distribution 
is  for  the  trade  to  become  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a relatively 
few  distributors,  in  fact,  there  has  been  a reduction  from  46  milk 
purveyors  in  1938  to  10  in  1953. 


It  will  be  noted  that  all  the  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk 
had  been  satisfactorily  processed,  and  not  a single  sample  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  was  adversely  reported  upon.  The  odd 
samples  of  ordinary  milk  which  failed  to  pass  the  bacteriological 
standard  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  qre  of  little  signif icojice 
when  it  is  realised  that  they  were  subjected  to  the  test  for 
a higher  grade  milk,  which  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  them  to  pass,  as  witnessed  by  the  high  percentage  the,t  do, 
but  this  is  not  an  enforcible  standard.  The  toiTii' s milk  supply 
was  tv/ice  sampled  during  the  yea^^^:he  detection  of  tuberculosis 
infection  but  each  sample  was  reported  to  be  negative. 
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Milk  Sampling  (Continued ) 


Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a milk  distributor 
for  delivering  milk  in  a bottle  which  I'as  not  in,  a state  of  thorough 
cleanliness  as  required  by  the  Milk  & Dairies  Eegulations 5 _ 19^9c 
The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case  in  a similar  action  against  the 
same  distribution  in  1952  and  the  Council  later  took  no  action  when 
another  complaint  of  a dirty  bottle  was  preferred  against  the  same 
distributor.  In  this  last  instance  the  ^'^^agistrates  failed  to  come 
to  a decision  on  the  first  hearing  and  the  case  v;as  later  dismissed. 
The  Council  anpealed  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice  against  une 
d'.  .viJ  s- ..1  ace"  !;be  ease  -:eut  ’ •■.ok  I • h 
instruction  to  convict. 

The  bottled  milk  distributors  complain  bitterly  about  the 
filthy  conditions  that  some  bottles  are  returned  to  them  by  irresp- 
onsible consumers.  It  is  an.  oifence  aga.inst  the  Milk(Contro.L  and 
Maximum  Prices)  Order  1951  tor  a person  to  mis— use  a milk  botcle^ 
but  milk  distributors  are  reluctant  to  take  romedia,!  action  a.gainst 
customers,  by  complaining  to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Enforcement 
Department  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 


Food  & Drugs  Control 

The  following  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  obtained  at 
Holyhead  by  the  County  Sampling  Officer  and  submitted  for  examin- 
ation during  the  yean  under  the  provisions  of  the  rood  oc  Drugs 
Act,  1938* 


Genuine 


Cough  Mixture  • . . 
Mild  Beer  o.. 
Gin  • • • 
Cake  Flour  Mixture  • . . 
Lemon  Curd  • • • 
Ground  Almonds  ... 
Sterilised  Cream  «.o 
Creamed  Rice  « • ■> 


2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Milk  .*0  8 
Pasteurised  Milk  2 
Margarine  a.*  1 
Invalid  Food  1 
Protein  Food  1 
Beef  Sausage  4 
Christmas  Pudding  1 


Hot  Gpmnlne  Samples 

Milk  - 6 - defici.ont  in  fat  but  the  7 appeal  to  cow  samples  were 

also  deficient  in  fat. 

no 

_ 2 - low  in  solids  not  fat  but  with/added  water. 


No  statutory  action  was  considered  necessa.ry  in 
tnot  genuine’  samples  but  informo.1  representations  were 

the  vendors. 


the  above 
made  to 


Food  Inspection 

During  the  year  279  visits  were  made  to  the 
and  122  to  tte  Cattle  Yard,  ani  the  record  oi  meat  found  un^it 

is  as  follows?- 
Carcasses  Condemned 
No.  killed 


Cattle 

TiV" 

480 

C ows 
"13^. 
3 

Calves 

"21" 

Sheen 

377 

pigs 

832 

TT^ 

139 

21 

sns 

§32 

17- 


All  diseases  Except  Tuberculosis 


Fhole  Carcasses 

Cattle 

C ox/s 

C a.  Ives 

Sheen 

pigs 

15 

14 

12 

54 

11 

condemned. 

Carco.sses  of  -'./hich  some 

part  of  organ  v/as 
condemned. 

638 

47 

1 

395 

33 

Percentage  of  the 
Number  inspected 

affected  x\dth  Disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis . 

54  0 6^ 

h3.9% 

62.0^ 

7.57% 

5o‘ 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcasses 
Condemned. 

2 

1 

1-1 

Carcasses  of  x7nich  some 

part  or  organ  xv*as 
condemned. 

39 

10  - - 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
no.  insepcted  affected 
with  Disease. 

3.^3% 

10.05^  h.75%  - 

l.OSf^ 

Heights  of  Unfit  Meat 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheen 

pigs 

Tuberculosis 

5214 

76 

- 

279 

Dropsy 

4630 

227 

805 

193 

Metritis 

- 

611 

- 

Lymphadenitis 

532 

- 

- 

- 

Johno’d  Disease 

1992 

- 

- 

w 

Fever 

3092 

- 

147 

562 

Immaturity 

263 

CaA 

- 

Moribund 

1790 

- 

61 

152 

Decomposition 

- 

27 

- 

90 

Mastitis 

785 

- 

7 

21 

Injuries 

34  06 

18 

424 

284 

Parasites 

183 

- 

510 

47 

Cirrhosis 

5252 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

53 

Actiromycosis 

58 

- 

— 

— 

pleurisy 

- 

- 

200 

Peritonit is 

- 

44 

•• 

Pyaemia 

- 

58 

Septicaemia 

642 

- 

42 

Nephritis 

- 

- 

36 

239 

Urticaria 

- 

- 

- 

54 

Inflam  at ion 

- 

- 

34 

Ur  a.omia 

** 

51 

TOTAL 

27,576 

669 

2738 

2208 

Total  Height  for  the  year ?- 

l4  tons  l6  cwtsl  qrs  11  Ihs. 
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0 1 her  Unsound  Food 


Meats  96  tins 
Fishs  18  tins 
Vegetables".  72  tins 
Fruits  119  tins 
Milks  45  tins 


(330ilbs) 
(10  lbs) 
(93-4-  lbs) 
(I60S  lbs) 
(6lJ'lbs) 


X -T 


Ibs 

lbs 
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Tomato  Ketchups  13  bottles 
Pressed  Porksb  lbs 
Pork  Sausages 20  lbs 
Smoked  Fillets s 28 

1 Chickens 
Pork  Piess  114 
94  Jaffa  Oranges s 
Butters  58  lbs 
Cod  Filletss  49  lbs 
Beefs  411  lbs 

Ox  Tongues  4J  lbs 

2 Cooked  hams  25J'  lbs  ' 
Victoria  plums s 173  x 6-2-  lbs  = 

1 Box  Beef  Fats  43  lbs 


lbs 


1124J 


Mouldy 

Sour 

ti 

Decomposition 

Tuberculosis 

Mouldy 

Decayed 

Rancid 

Decomposition 
Bone  Ta ■ t 

Decomposition 

it 

Ibss  Returned  for 


re- 


processing 


12 

12 

11 

7 


pkts 
pkt  s 


- Cake  Flour  ) 

- Sago  Pudding  Mixture) 

- Puddi  ng  Powder  ) 

- Sponge  Mixture  ) 


~ Decomposition 
(Imported  Food) 


Mite  infested. 


Anthrax 

On  the  l8th  December  1953?  ^ sow  was  admitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  for  emergency  slaughter 5 and 
after  oost  mortem  examination  it  was  reported  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinery  Officer  as  a case  of  suspected  anthrax  which  was 
fortunately  disproved  on  laboratory  investigation  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  & Fisheries,  but  all  the  precautions  of  the  Anthrax 
Order  1938,  wore  observed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Gw^ynedd 
Constabulary. 


Port  Health  Administration 


Amount  of  Shipping  enter int?  the  District ^urJ,n^.thn_yej^ 


Shins  from; 

Foreign  Boats  -3 
Coastwise  997 
Fishing  Vessels  1.5.5 


Net .Reg.Ton^ 

3Vt 

■J.; 392, 754 


principal  Ports  from  which  shins  arrive 


Cargo  Vessels  s Dublin  North  Wall 

passenger  Vesselss  Dun  Laoghaire. 


Character  of  shiP'Wng  and  trade  during  t_he_JLe^ 

No.  of  Passanners., 
Inwards  ' 


Passenger  traffic 

Cargo  Service  578 

Mail  Service  35l?907 


399 

339,010 
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CARGO  TRAT:'TIC 


PORT  OF  HOLYI-IEAD  "C» 


Docks,  Harbours  and  V/harvos  Tonnages  Tonnages 

divided  into  Commodities 


Agriculture  Machinery 

Ale  and  Guinness  Stout 

Building  and  Soad  Making  Material 

Bunker  Oil  and  Spirit 

Bunker  Coal  and  Coke 

Chemicals  and  Chemical  Fertilisers 

Confectionery  including  Mincemeat 

Cigarettes 

Eggs 

Earthenware  Firebricks  Tiles  etc 
Fish  and  Shellfish 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Glassware 

Grain  and  Flour  Milling  Offal 

Iron  and  other  ores 

Iron  and  steel  tubes  and  manftrs 

Household  Effects 

Leather  and  Lea.ther  Manufactures 

Livestock 

Machinery  and  Castings 

Meat  - Fresh 

Meat  - Canned 

Meat  - Offal 

Meat  - Sausage 

Minerals 

Other  Textiles 

Paper  and  Cardboard  - Periodicals  - 
parcel  Post 

Poultry  Game  and  Rg,bbits. 

Quarry  products  - Slate 
Rags 

Returned  Empties 
Seaweed 
Tobacco  Offal 

Vehicles  and  Vehicle  Parts 
Wines  and  Spirits 
Woollen  Goods 
Wool  - Raw 
Yeast 

General  Traffic 

TOTAL 


Imported 

Tons 

9,677 


4,419 

155 

570 

1,279 

258 

10 


157 

902 

37 

28,901 

390 

15,386 

363 

363 

193 

240 

News  1,030 

3,620 

3k6o 

183 

6,627 

76 

484 

1,252 

355 

82 

1,540 


6 , 012 

88, 3~^ 


Grand  Total;  190.^ 


Exported 

Tons 


2, 

7, 

11 


5 

^ ? 


842 

268 

586 

764 

670 

524 

34 


1,863 

288 


464 

699 


10,456 

96 

68 

944 

3,774 


6,295 

934 

2,505 

5,698 

210 

6,443 


3,371 

14 

1,279 

538 

142 


30,276 

102,045 


Imported  Food 

Tho  control  of  imparted  food  has  been 
adequate  manner  this  year  than  in  previous  years. 
of  scrutinising  the  ships 
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